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1.INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1Donegal County Council Library Service 
The Library Service is part of the Culture Division of Donegal County Council and is responsible for 
providing a library network across the county. Central Library Letterkenny is at the core with eight 
community libraries (Twin Towns, Buncrana, Bundoran, Carndonagh, Gaoth Dobhair, Lifford, Milford 
and Na Rosa), and four branch libraries (Ballyshannon, Donegal Town, Moville and Raphoe). Taobh 
Tíre community outreach points and a cross border mobile library supplement the network.  
 
1.2 Libraries NI 
Libraries NI is the public library service for Northern Ireland established in April 2009, and reporting 
to Department for Communities. The  services are delivered through a network of 96 branch 
libraries, 2 Heritage branches, 16 public mobile libraries of which one is a cross border mobile library 
 and Nine Homecall Service vehicles. The service aims to connect people with information, ideas and 
experiences and to foster lifelong learning, inspire curiosity, provide enjoyment and strengthen 
communities. 
 
1.3 Background to the Project 
In 2020- 2021 we commemorate the 1500th anniversary of the birth of Colmcille in Gartan, County 
Donegal in 520 (or 521). Colmcille is one of Ireland’s three patron saints, and the patron saint of 
Derry. Colmcille is in particular renowned for founding monasteries in Iona, Scotland and Derry 
among other locations and spreading Christianity through Scotland.  Colmcille died in Iona on the 9th 
June 593 A.D. A series of events and programmes to commemorate his birth will take place across 
Donegal and Derry from December 2020 to December 2021.  
 
In 2019 Donegal County Council, Derry City & Strabane District Council, Forás na Gaeilge and The 
Heritage Council commissioned the Audit of Columban Cultural Heritage.  The Audit was carried out 
by Abarta Heritage Ltd.   The audit sets out key heritage sites, places, objects and archives associated 
with St. Colmcille and provides suggestions for the 1500th commemoration of his birth, based on 
consultations with a variety of stakeholders.  The full audit is available at the link below. 
 
http://www.donegalcoco.ie/media/donegalcountyc/heritage/pdfs/AUDIT%20OF%20COLUMBAN%20
HERITAGE%20mid%20res.pdf 
 
In the audit it was suggested the opportunity should be taken to develop a project in relation to the 
Schools’ Folklore Collection to gather new stories of Colmcille. The Schools’ Folklore Collection was a 
cultural heritage initiative undertaken by the Irish Folklore Commission, The Department of 
Education and the Irish National Teacher’s Organisation. Between 1937 and 1939 school children 
were encouraged to collect and document local folklore.  The full collection has been digitised and is 
available to view at www.duchas.ie. There are 267 pieces of folklore relating to Colmcille (or 
Columba or Colm Cille) in this collection, with the majority of these (172) from schools in County 
Donegal. Derry has also a strong tradition of folklore associated with Colmcille.  
 
Donegal County Council and Libraries NI invite tenders from suitably qualified individuals or 
organisations to develop and deliver a re-imagined version of the Schools’ Folklore Collection 
associated with Colmcille. 

http://www.donegalcoco.ie/media/donegalcountyc/heritage/pdfs/AUDIT%20OF%20COLUMBAN%20HERITAGE%20mid%20res.pdf
http://www.donegalcoco.ie/media/donegalcountyc/heritage/pdfs/AUDIT%20OF%20COLUMBAN%20HERITAGE%20mid%20res.pdf
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2. SCOPE OF THE PROJECT 
2.1 Aims 
The aim of the Colmcille Digital Schools’ Folklore project is to raise awareness and interest in the 
commemorations of the 1500th anniversary of the birth of Colmcille among primary school children. 
It also aims to revitalise the folklore of Colmcille and revive interest in the Schools’ Folklore 
Collection by providing a 21st century version of the stories in a digitally animated form, which will be 
accessible to all members of the community.   
 
2.2 Overview 
Children in primary schools from Donegal and Derry, where there is a strong connection with the 
saint, will examine the Schools’ Folklore Collection or local folklore collections in the case of Derry, 
for stories relating to Colmcille. They will then research and discuss these stories with older people 
and possibly gather new stories. This will be done in a way that adheres to Covid19 restrictions.  
Through this cross generation work children will be engaged in the process of researching their local 
history and in developing interview and listening skills.   
 
A selection of stories will be selected and the children will be recorded reading their own story. Irish 
language versions of stories should also be included.  These recordings and stories will then be 
transformed into an animated story on the 1500th anniversary of St. Colmcille’s birth, similar to that 
of the film ‘Give Up Your Aul Sins’. See link below. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6dMOk4EQybQ) 
 
 
The project will culminate in a showcase event which will include the premiere of the animated story. 
Consideration should be given to how the stories not selected for recording and animation could be 
displayed to the public. This could also be presented at the showcase event. 
 
The project will be offered to primary schools that are named after the saint or those that took part 
in the original Folklore Project. Derry has its own collection of Colmcille folklore that can be drawn 
upon.  
Both Library Authorities will liaise with the successful proposer in order to select five primary schools 
in Donegal and five primary schools in Derry. Pupils will range in age from 8-12 years. 
 
 
2.3 Scope of the work to be undertaken 

• Design, develop and deliver workshops for primary school children aged 8-12 years in 5 
schools in Donegal and 5 schools in Derry. In line with Covid 19 restrictions in place at the 
time, the facilitator will prepare an online version of the workshops, if physical access to 
schools is not permitted.   

• The workshops should examine the folklore of Colmcille with special reference to the 
Schools’ Folklore Commission in Donegal. They should encourage children to research the 
folklore and engage with older members of their families and communities on their 
memories of the Colmcille stories. 

• In conjunction with both Library Authorities decide on a selection process of schools for 
inclusion in the project. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6dMOk4EQybQ
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• Work with both Library Authorities to liaise with the schools to inform them about the 
project and arrange suitable times for their workshops. 

• Compilation, selection and oral recording of stories produced by the children. 
• Production of animated version of the selected stories to be made available online. 
• Preparation of an exhibition or similar, for a showcase event to highlight all the children’s 

work and to raise awareness of the project in the wider community. 
 
 
 
 3. RESPONSE TO THE BRIEF 
 
3.1 Proposal 
Proposals in response to this brief should set out in detail on how the project will be approached.  
The proposal should: 

• Set out a clear plan of how the project will be undertaken, specifying content, methodology 
and timeframe for each stage. 

• Outline experience and expertise of the personnel to be involved in the project with 
particular reference to: 

o Workshop design and facilitation experience. 
o Knowledge and experience of developing and delivering similar education projects. 
o Knowledge and experience of working with primary school children. 
o Knowledge and experience in animation work and in the production of exhibitions. 
o Ability to deliver Irish language versions of the workshops. 

• Set out clear and total costing inclusive of all incidental expenses (including travel & 
subsistence costs, insurance and VAT if applicable.) 

• Indicate the cost per day, the total number of days including preparation and number of days 
for each stage.  

• Include CV of proposed facilitators and animators. 
• Extent of professional indemnity and public liability cover. 

 
4. GENERAL ISSUES 
 
4.1. Timescale 
This project will commence in early November 2020 and will be completed by end of April 2021.  The 
proposer appointed must be in a position to begin immediately once appointed.   
An indicative breakdown of timescale is as follows: 

• Project plan agreed by all parties in early November.  
• Research and preparation during November and December.    
• Workshops beginning January 2021.  
• Showcase event end of April 2021. 

 
4.2. Project Management 
The successful proposer will report directly to the Library staff, and will submit an interim report on 
progress with the project by 29th of January 2021, as well as a final report on completion of the 
project. 
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4.3. Budget 
The indicative budget available for this research project will be in the region of €15,000 (including  % 
VAT, travel, subsistence and all other expenses).   
 
4.4. Insurance 
Evidence of professional indemnity and public liability cover will be required. 
 
 
4.5. Copyright and Confidentiality 
Copyright for any illustrations or other material used should be cleared by the successful proposer. 
Copyright of the final animation will belong to both Library Authorities. The work will be made 
available for public use by both authorities. 
 
 
4.6. Freedom of Information 
Donegal County Council operates under the Freedom of Information Act 1997 and all information 
held by the Council (including proposals submitted in response to this brief) may be subject to 
requests under the Act. 
 
4.7 Child Protection 
Garda vetting will be required for work in schools with children and evidence of a child safeguarding 
statement should be provided. 
 
 
5. AWARD CRITERIA 
In deciding the award of the contract the criteria shall be that of the most economically 
advantageous tender having regard to the consideration of: 

Quality and comprehensiveness of proposal having regard to the requirements of 
the brief. 

20% 

Demonstrated knowledge and experience in the design and delivery of workshops  
in a primary schools setting. 

30% 

Demonstrated knowledge and experience of digital skills specifically with 
reference to oral recording and animation. 

40% 

Tender price/ Value for money. 10% 
TOTAL  100% 

 
Donegal County Council is not obliged to accept any proposal or the proposal with the lowest bid, 
and no person making a submission will be remunerated for any trouble or expense incurred in 
preparing a submission.  It is envisaged that the successful researcher will possess:  
 
 
Note 1:  Only those bids achieving a score of 60% or above will be considered for award of 

contract. 
 
Note 2: A valid tax clearance certificate will be needed when contract awarded and should 

remain in date throughout the contract. 
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Note 3: The supplier shall effect and maintain insurance necessary to cover their liabilities 

under this contract for the duration of delivery.    
 
Note 4:  The decision of the evaluation panel will be final. 
 
6. CLOSING DATE 
 
This project will start 2nd November 2020 and must be completed by the end of April 2021. Project 
will commence with supply and acceptance of a project plan but work with schools will not 
commence until January 2021.  
 
The closing date for receipt of all proposals is 12.00pm on 7th of October. 
 
Proposals cannot be accepted after this deadline.   
 
Please send proposals  by email to Una.Mathewson@donegalcoco.ie by 12.00pm on 7th of October 
Please also send queries to the email address above, the deadline for queries is 5th of October. 
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